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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

This months  newsletter is our first attempt since the 
retirement of Jean Nepsund. She will be sorely missed. 

Last months presentation by Warren Weimer was very 
informative.

My time has been limited due to illness 
in my family. Hopefully you'll find the in-
formation useful and informative. Our content will 
most likely change over time. Please feel free to 
write or email us with your suggestions and wishes.   

As Jean as mentioned in previous newsletters, we 
need more volunteers to help. If you can assist please 
let us know. Our expenses are increasing,  
genealogical memberships are decreasing This puts 
a strain on our resources. None of us can do it alone.

Pleae consider volunteering your time or contributing a 
monetary contribution. We need your help and 
involvement in order to function as a ongoing society.

Thank you in advance for your help.   

HELPFUL TOOLS FOR GENEALOGISTS 
http://babelfish.yahoo.com/     Translations
http://www.familysearch.org/eng/search/Rg/frameset
Genealogical Word Lists for Foreign Countries
http://quickfacts.census.gov/cgi-bin/qfd/lookup
http://resources.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/townco.cgi
    Old towns and cities.
Schleswig-Holstein website, www.rootdigger.de/ 

Emi.htm

http://www.searchfor ancestors.com/utility/ 
dayofweek.html     Days of  the Week

http://www.myrelative.com/html/day-of-birth.html
http://www.calendarhome.com/day-of-week.html

After finding an ancestor in the Social Security 
Death Index, you can use the site http:// 
stevemorse.org/ssn/ssn.html to find out from 
which state the Social Security Number was 
issued and when it was issued.  This could 
lead you to where your ancestor lived when 
they first started working.

READING ORIGINAL CHURCHBOOKS
Reprinted from last month. In light of the 

many new records being digitized and posted 
online, it becomes much more important for you 
to learn to read churchbook records in German, 
Norwegian, Swedish, French, Italian, Span-
ish, or other languages of your ancestors. It is 
not necessary for you to be fluent in your 
ancestor’s language in order to read the 
churchbook records, or even histories of your 
ancestral heritage. You can look your ancestral 
heritage. It does not take long to memorize the 
terms for births, marriages, deaths, etc. 
in any language. You can look up words in a dic-
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histories of your ancestral heritage. It does not take long 
to memorize the terms for births, marriages, deaths, etc. 
in any language. You can look up words in a dictionary 
and make a list as you go along. What is usually most  
difficult is reading the handwriting ! 

Even learning to read old gothic script (handwriting) 
isn’t a great problem. Once you get your eyes “tuned” to 
how it is supposed to be written, you can quickly tell 
from the context what an individual letter probably was 
intended to be.  So, teach yourself to read some basic 
words in the language in Gothic of your ancestors so 
that you can read the church book records yourself.  

Check genealogical publications for lists of words 
commonly used for your language of heritage. There are 
some that show the word in printed form and then in 
handwritten form.  Such  guides are pure gold. You really 
CAN “teach yourself” to read old German church-book 
records--and any other language you need to know.  
Give it a try!  Evertons Genealogical Helper (Nov-Dec) has 
an excellent article on Pages 52-56. Recommended reading.
USING GRANTOR/GRANTEE RECORDS 
 Grantee land records are excellent sources of genealogical 

information. However it's important to check the ac-
tual deeds to be sure that recording errors haven't 
ocurred. 

The Nov/December issue of Genealogical Helper, 
Pages 24-25 has an excellent article by Jennifer Sheppard 
in which she shares her own experience in handling these 
documents.
TOWNS AND STATES
If you come across a place in your research in the 

U. S.  and it only lists a town and a state, use the 
following web address on Roots Web, http:// re-
sources.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/townco.cgi. Make 
a list of your states, counties, and towns and 
carry it with you for those times you aren't at 
home. <Ancestry >

LAND PATENTS:

You can access land patents for 32 states online at 
the BLM General Land Office Records Auto-
mation website<www.glorecords.blm.gov>. 
They also have some land surveys, field notes, 
and plats--or maps--to go with the patents. Full 
homesteading land entry case files are available 
through NARA in Washington DC. You can find 
information for accessing them, including the 
information you will need to request a file, on 
the BLM-GLO website or at www.archives.gov/ 
genealogy/land/index.html.  <Ancestry>

BMW’S ELECTRIC MINI
The Los Angeles Auto Show on Nov. 19, 20 this year 

featured BMW’s unveiling of the world’s first all-electric 
Mini Cooper.  It features a 35 kilowatt-hour lithium-ion 
battery and an electric motor. It seats two persons, has a 
range of 150 miles, and a topspeed of 95 mph.  It can be 
c h a r g e 
d  in 
a 
g a r a g e  
v i a   
a wall 
box. The German 
ambassador unveiled the Mini on Nov. 
17, 2008. 

The new lithium ion batteries were developed in 
cooperation with experts  in Tiawan, and are now being 
evaluated for efficiency and durability. At present, their 
size is the main problem--the batteries take up all the 
back seat space in the Mini.

GM tried to use a similar battery in GM’s EV1 in 
2003, but the battery section was too large and expensive 
to be practical. For the present, electric vehicles will  be

IGS WORKSHOPS 2009:
This year we're having a series of workshops at the  

Library to acquaint our patrons with various resoruces, 
how to use them, and what can be expected from them.  
MARCH 8, FINDING AIDS
MAY 17, SURNAME SOURCES
JUNE 14,  PLACES, MAP USE
AUGUST 9, UNITED STATES
SEPTEMBER 13, FOREIGN SOURCES
NOVEMBER 8, PUTTING IT TOGETHER

APPRECIATION FOR OUR GENEROUS MEMBERS
The Society thanks all of our members and DPL 

Subscribers for their very generous extra donations in 
the form of addtions to their renewals, separate checks, 
and upgraded membership catagories.

In this economy, we know all items in your budget 
are looked at carefully. Along with other non-profit 
groups our membership and sub-
scriptions to DPL have decreased in the last few years.

To keep our doors open to our unique collection, we 
need to increase revenue. We also need the active sup-
port of all of you. Please bring in new members, bring 
friends to the IGS Library, suggest programs for our 
monthly meetings, and volunteer for the many open 
opportunities to better acquaint yourself with your Soci-
ety and its great collection, especially German sources.                
UPCOMING EVENTS

Feb. 14-- The 10th Annual Genealogy Seminar by 
the Genealogical Society of Riverside, CA. (<http:// 
www.gsor.org/  or  <gsor@gsor.org>).               

February 28--Whittier, CA, Seminar by WAGS, Sat. 
Febr. 28, featuring Curt Witcher of Allen County Public 
Library, Ft. Wayne, Indiana.                   

March 7--Escondido Family History Fair in Escondido, 
CA, Escondido Stake Center. Speaker-Leland Meitzler. 
<wwwfamilyhistoryfair.org>

April 25--Santa Rosa, CA. Seminar, featuring Lloyd
Bostruck  <www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~cascgs/ 
bockstruck2.htm>
      April 25--Topeka, KS. The Topeka Genealogical 
Society and the Kansas State Historical Society are co-
hosting the 37th Genealogy conference featuring John 
Philip Colletta.     
       June 26-28-SCGS Jamboree Burrbank, CA
    www.scgs.com   

RECOMMENDED WEBSITES
Searchable database of 65,000 emigrants from 

Schleswig-Holstein. <www.rootdigger.de/Emi.htm>
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GREENLAND'S MELTING SEA ICE
In a normal summer,  Greenland's northern and east-

ern coasts should be ringed by an ice belt 30 to 40 miles 
wide. The drifting ice acts like a shock absorber, dampen-
ing the strength of the North Atlantic. "It takes a lot of 
wave energy to move the ice, and normally water along 
the coast is very calm," says Danish archaeologist  Bjarne 
Gronnow, of the National Museum in Copenhagen.

But in the past five years, the sea ice has all but dis-
appeared. Without its floating frozen shield, Greenland's 
coast is being pummeled by storm surges originating 
hundreds of miles away.  When Gronnow visited the re-
gion last summer, his team was barely able to land their 
zodiac rafts on the beaches because of waves almost 10 
feet high. 
      The effect on the island's heritage has been catastrophic. 
Hardest hit have been sites associated with the Thule cul-
ture, people closely related to the Inuit of Northern Canada 
who first migrated to Greenland around 2,000 years ago. 
The Thule were formidable hunters and whalers, and their 
villages were built close to the shore. Today, Thule houses 
made of stone and turf with whale bone rafters are dis-
appearing quickly, along with buried tools and artifacts. "A 
meter per season will be tumbled down to the beach and 
washed away, " Gronnow says. "It's not a slow process."

Older sites along the coast are also in danger. As the 
Artic warms up, archaeologists fear the frozen turf that 
covers Qeqertassussuk, a 4,500 year old settlement 
where evidence for the earliest settlement of Greenland 
was found, may be melting. Gronnow, who excavated the 
remote site for the first time in the 1980's, is headed back 
this summer, and he is not optimistic. "I've been work-
ing in Greenland for 30 years now," he says. "I can see 
with my own eyes how it has changed."<Archaeology>

ORTSSIPPENBUCHER-VILLAGE LINEAGE BOOKS
      In Germany, "town lineage" books are called dorf-

sippenbucher, ortssippenbucher, familienbucher and 
various newer titles. These books are the printed 
alphabetical listings of surnames for one specific 
place. They usually are listed after the surname 
chronologically by marriage date with cross 
reference to father or further family if a person had 
no children. If known, a cross reference to a spouse's 
town is useful if not of the same place. Putting 
families together for a village or town using the 
parish records and sometimes civil records is a 
wonderful source to further your genealogy.

      All you need is a place! There are about 50,000 
parishes in German and 350,000 parish registers. 
Only hundreds of these books have been published, 
but if one is yours, BINGO! This is an ongoing pro-
ject by individuals, State Genealogical Societies, and 
even towns.

The IGS has at least a couple hundred volumes, 
marked in Blue on our shelves. Come to Workshop 
No. 1 on March 8, 2009 to get a list and tips for using 
them, such as symbols and abbreviations 

Bring your lunch if you need to.Ope-from 12-5PM
The workshop is on  How to use the 
IGS Library Finding Aids.

REAL CAUSE OF GLOBAL WARMING FOUND?
With all the whoop-la about Global Warming, and 

attempts to blame it on air pollution, it is refreshing to 
see a report in Acts & Facts, a periodical started a few 
y e a r s  
ago by 
p r e s e n t - d a y  
scientists. They 
report research by a 
Prof. Henrik Svensmark, head 
of the Center for Sun-Climate 
Research at the Danish National 
Space Center. He has worked 
for several years to prove or 
disprove possible causes of 
Global Warming 
s u c h  
a s :  
P r e c i p i t a t i o n ,  
C a r b o n  Dioxide,  
Sunspots, and Cosmic Ray Flux. 

By studying weather patterns for thousands of years, 
and other factors that could effect weather, Prof. 
Svensmark has finally concluded--based on the use 
of his many statistical studies--that Global Warming 
is NOT caused by air pollution, or increases in carbon 
dioxide!

His conclusions after all his study, is that the  most 
scientific causes are related to cosmic rays coming to the 
earth, exploding supernovas in space,  collisions of 
remnants of stars with nebula in space, effects by the 
solar wind, electromagnetic activity of the sun, and 
fluctuations of cosmic ray intensity from space.            

W h i l 
e  D 
r .  
S v e n s m a r k ’ 
s  new 
theory of 
Cosmoclimatology is far too 
complicated to describe in a 
paragraph, it is expected to 
be presented to the CERN 
Laboratory in Geneva, 
Switzerland for testing and  
approval in 2010.  

It is recommended that the U.S. NOT try to eliminate 
carbon dioxide as a cause of Global Warming until Dr. 
Svensmark’s theory is studied and firmly substantiated 
by world climatologists.        (Acts and Facts, Nov. ‘08)

RETREATING SWISS GLACIERS
The summer of 2003 was a scorcher in Europe, setting 

record temperatures across the Continent and con-
tributing to the deaths of more than 30,000 people. 
High in the Swiss Alps, the heat wave melted glaciers 
and snow, causing severe floods in the valleys below.

On September 17, a hiker named Ursula Leuenberger 
was crossing an iced over pass near the Schnidejoch 
glacier when something odd caught her eye, a leath-
er quiver that had been left high in the Alps by a 
Neolithic hunter around 2800 B.C.

The following summer, University of Bern archaeologist 
Albert Hafner organized a team of glaciologists and 
archaeologists to follow Leuenberger back up the 
mountain. There they found a five foot thick ice 
patch 260 feet long and 100 feet wide. In just one 
sunny week, the edges of the ice patch shrank 20 feet. 
Over the course of two summers, archaeologists 
found in it everything from prehistoric leather pants 
and shoes to nails from Roman sandals.

The find revealed that people have climbed high in the 
Alps for millennia, despite its harsh conditions.. (At 
Schnidejoch's altitude, the ground is covered in snow 
nine months out the year.) "This was just the quickest 
way from one valley to another, " says Hafner. His 
work also showed that 1,000 year gaps in the ages of 
the artifacts corresponded with cold periods when 
glacial ice would have blocked the pass. The fact that 
fragile organic materials were preserved near 
Schnidejoch for more than 5,000 years means the ice 
cover hasn't been this small since the Stone Age. "I 
think in the next years if there is a hot summer, the 
ice will disappear completely," say Hafner. It's obvi-
ously related to climate change.

For archaeologists, the melting ice is both a crisis and an 
opportunity: the artifacts at Schnidejoch never would 
have been found without climate change, but as 
more and more alpine ice fields thaw and vanish, 
countless more artifacts may rot away and disappear 
forever, along with the icy glaciers and snowfields 
that define the Alps. Hafner says he has his eye on 
other sites that are on the verge of thawing. "I'm very 
happy to find the objects because they will give us 
new inputs, but  I am not happy about the climate 
change," he says. "I'm an archaeologist, but I'm also 
an alpinist."<Archaeology>

ABOUT "THE WEEK IN GERMANY"
As 2008 draws to a close, Germany.info can look back at 

a great year. We celebrated the 60th anniversary of 
the Berlin Airlift with our "Friends Always" cam-
paign, relaunched Germany.info and coantinued to 
bring you the lates news form Germany every week. 
There  is no doubt that 2009 will bring plenty of 
challenges that Germany and the United States will 
have to face together. Getting the Global economy 
back on the path to growth. With the new 
administration in Washingtion there will be  new 
opportunities to strengthen the transatlantic bonds.
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This Week in Germany, January 16, 2008
During talks in Israel, Foreign Minister Steinmeier called 
for a humanitarian suspension of the hostilities in the 
Gaza Strip and criticized the recent Israeli attacks.
Economic Recovery measures focus on jobs, stability. The 
government's second recovery package is worth 50 billion 
euros.  "We don't want to just survive this crisis", we want to 
see Germany emerge stronger and better equipped to face
the future  said Merkel.
Berlin's Green Week Fair is a crowd pleaser. Once a year 
country life comes to the German capital and city folk 
flock to the worlds largest exhibition 
for the food industry, agriculture and hor-
ticulture to smell, taste and marvel attractions on offer.
Steinmeier Calls for "New Transatlantic Agenda"
Your campaign was thrilling. You gave people, in the US 
and beyond, enthusiasm for a new start towards 
a shared future..  The tasks we are facing 
are enormous... (and) can only be realized together 
said the German Minister in an open letter to 
President elect Barack Obama publsihed in Der Spiegel.
German economic growth in 2008 was considerably 
weaker than in the two preceding years, according to the 
Federal Statistical Office. At the same time, employment 
reached its highest level since German reunification.
Inspector Gadget: Robot gives wind turbines check up.
Sure to give the wind energy sector a boost, a new robot 
developed by German researches scales 
and inspects wind turbines to accurately 
detect the most minute damage even below the surface.
Liquid Wood Replaces Plastic in Sustainable Toys:
Plastic was one of the great chemical inventions of the 20th 
Century, but now liquid wood may be the plastic of the 
21st Century, according to a group of German scientists.
German to Fund Engine Design Work by Car Industry:
Germany is to inject government funding into the en-
gine-design work in the car industry, Chancellor Angela 
Merkel said recently. "Germany invented the first cars a 
century ago. Now we are in a fresh competition to see if 
German Industry can build the 21st Century car, " she said.
.

Politics  takes a back seat to storytelling, both dramatic 
and comedic, in the 2009 edition of Film-Neu, the 17th 
annual round-up of distrinctive German Language 
cinema from Germany, Austria, and Switzerland that 
takes place January 23-29, in Washington DC.
Mendelssohn on the Mall:
In 2009, the international music world will celebrate the 
200th anniversary of the birth of Felix Mendelssohn 
Bartholdy. To honor the composer, a series of events 
billed as "Mendellssohn on the Mall" will take place in 
Washington, DC from January 11, to February 27, 2009.
German Titleholders Face Challenging Handball 
Championships in Split, Croatia in defense of title.
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